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Interview with Emma Lowran
550 Horseshoe St., Spartanburg, S.C.
—F.S. DuPre, Spartanburg, S.C

A colored woman who states she was about four years old during slavery times, states she doesn't
remember much about those days, except what her mother told her. Her mother was a slave and was
given to Bill Smith, otherwise known as "Big-eyed Smith", and they used to live on his plantation
somewhere between Glenn Springs and Spartanburg. The actual possession of her mother was 'vested
in Mrs. Bill Smith, as the mother was presented to Mrs. Smith by her father. Her mother's work was
around the house, such as cleaning house, washing, milking the cows etc.; but she never had to do the
cooking for the Smith family. The source states that she and the other children of slaves used to play in
the sand and have a good time—just as all children do. Sometimes Mr. Smith would go to whip her
mother for some reason, but Mrs. Smith wouldn't let him do so, for she told her husband that the
woman belonged to her and she was not going to have her whipped. However, she stated she does not
remember ever seeing Big Eyed Smith whipping any slave, for his wife would always stop him. As a
whole, she and her mother were treated very kindly, though at times they did not have enough to eat.
Mrs. Smith would always tell her mother who was milking to give the children plenty of milk. This
woman was too young to remember anything about the Yankee soldiers coming to their place, but one
day a black man came by the house and told her mother she was now free. She states her mother
continued to work for Mr. Smith after she was set free. She was sent to school where she learned to
read and write, but when she became older, she came to Spartanburg to live, because it looked like in
the country, no one could get a doctor out there until he or she was about dead; so she wanted to be in
town where she could get a doctor when she got sic
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