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Kisanna's mother was a slave belonging to Columbus Grissom. Kisanna was born on this plantation 

about 1834 as a slave. As soon as she was large enough she began helping in the Grissom home. Mrs. 

Grissom was ill much of the time and Kisanna nursed her and cared for her as long as she belonged to 

the Grissoms. 

 

Kisanna married one of the slaves on the Grissom plantation, but she continued her work at the house.  

 

When the slaves were freed they did not know where to go or what to do with their new found 

freedom. Kisanna and her husband stayed on at the plantation and worked for wages for several years. 

During this time her first husband died. She then moved about from one plantation to another for 

several years and worked as share cropper. 

 

Kisanna married again and moved to the Dan Buie place in District 5. She helped in the house here and 

nursed the Buie children. She had several children of her own and these boys helped rear the Buie 

children. 

 

Kisanna and two of her sons now live near the old Buie home. Kisanna is blind and very feeble. She can 

hardly walk for she is bent and crippled. She has only a few kinks of white hair left. Her oldest son is 

blind and has a long white beard. Her baby son is more than sixty years old. These three live in an old 

tumbled down shack; neither of the boys are married. 



 

They like to talk about their masters and old slave days when they were well cared for and happy.  


